
I  a m  l a rg e , I  c o n t a i n  m u l t i t u d e s

S o n g  of mys e l f
–Wa l t  W h i t m a n

O n e  n i g h t  I  l e a r n  w h a t  I  i n t u i t i ve l y a l re a d y 
k n ow :  yo u  c a n  n eve r l o o k i n to  b ot h  eye s  of 
a n ot h e r p e r s o n  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e . Un l e s s 
yo u  c ove r o n e  of  yo u r ow n  eye s . T h a t 
m e a n s  t h a t  yo u  c a n  a l s o  n eve r l o o k yo u r 
ow n  ref l e c t i o n  i n  b ot h  eye s  a t  t h e  exa c t 
s a m e  t i m e . Un l e s s , a g a i n , yo u  c ove r o n e  of 
yo u r ow n  eye s .

T h e  fa c t  t h a t  yo u  a l ways  re m a i n  a  b i t  of  a 
s t ra n g e r to  yo u r s e l f  t h u s  b e c o m e s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y c l e a r w h e n  yo u  l o o k a t  yo u r 
ow n  fa c e . B u t  s o m et i m e s  yo u  d o n' t  eve n 
n e e d  a  m i r ro r to  b e c o m e  a wa re  of  t h i s 
a l i e n a t i o n . Yo u r ow n  b o d y i s  a  te r r i to r y 
t h a t  yo u  c a n  ex p e r i e n c e  ove r a n d  ove r 
a g a i n . A  te r ra i n  t h a t  yo u  c a n  t rave l 
t h ro u g h  -  a n d  a l s o  l e ave . N o  p l a c e  i s  s o 
c l o s e  a n d  s o  fa r a way a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a s 
yo u r ow n  d we l l i n g  m a d e  of s k i n , f l e s h , 
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b o n e s  a n d ,  a b ove  a l l ,  wa ter.  A n d  i f  i t s  q u a l i t y  of  re p re s e n t a t i o n  a l s o  h a s  to  b e  
c o n s i d e re d ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  t h e  "s e l f  "  n a t u ra l l y  b e c o m e s  p a r  t i c u l a r l y  c o m p l i c a te d  -  
a l ways  b ot h  h i g h l y  c o n c rete  a n d  a b s t ra c t .

" B u t  I  n eve r  l o o ke d  l i ke  t h a t !  -  H ow  d o  yo u  k n ow ?  W h a t  i s  t h e  '  yo u '  yo u  m i g h t  o r  m i g h t  
n ot  l o o k  l i ke? "  w r i te s  Ro l a n d  B a r  t h e s  a n d  " Eve n  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  fo r  yo u r  ow n  b o d y,  yo u  
a re  c o n d e m n e d  to  t h e  re p e r to i re  of  i t s  i m a g e s ."  A n d  J a c q u e s  L a c a n  a l s o  s t a te s  i n  h i s  
ref l e c t i o n s  o n  t h e  " m i r ro r  s t a g e"  t h a t  t h e  s u p p o s e d  re c o g n i t i o n  of  o n e's  ow n  b o d y  ( i n  
i t s  i m a g i n e d  w h o l e n e s s)  i s  a l ways  a l s o  a  m i s re c o g n i t i o n .

I n  " n o  p l a c e  l i ke",  a r  t i s t s  f i n d  ve r  y  d i f fe re n t  a n swe r s  to  t h e  p ro b l e m  of  t h e  n o n -
re p re s e n t a t i o n  of  t h e i r  ow n  s e l f.  W h i l e  s o m e  of  t h e m  fo c u s  m o re  o n  s o c i a l  o r  s o c i et a l  
i m a g e s  a n d  a t t r i b u t i o n s ,  ot h e r s  d e a l  ve r  y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  t h e  m ot i f  of  t h e  m i r ror.

I n  " wa i t i n g  fo r  t h e  g i f t  of  s o u n d  a n d  v i s i o n",  Zu r i c h - b a s e d  a r  t i s t  I l o n a  S t u t z  s h ows  a  
v i d e o  of  t h e  S t re et  Pa ra d e  of  2 0 2 3 ,  f i l m e d  w i t h  a  c e l l  p h o n e  c a m e ra ,  fo c u s i n g  o n  a  
s c e n e  t h a t  t a ke s  p l a c e  o n  a  m oto r  ya c h t .  A l o n g  w i t h  i t ,  s h e  s h ows  d i s to r  te d  s t i l l s  f ro m  
t h e  v i d e o  wo r k .  H owever,  i n  t h e  s t i l l s  t h e  s c e n e  i t s e l f  d o e s  n ot  b e c o m e  a p p a re n t ,  a s  
t h e  i m a g e r  y  i s  l o s t  i n  p i xe l a te d  d et a i l s .
T h e  a r  t i s t  d e l i b e ra te l y  wo r ks  w i t h  g l i tc h e s  -  s h e  z o o m s  s o  d e e p l y  i n to  a  s o c i a l  
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i m a g e  r e g e n e r a t e s  i t s e l f  d u e  t o  a  l a c k  o f  d a t a .  P e o p l e ' s  f a c i a l  
f e a t u r e s  d i s i n t e g r a t e  -  o t h e r  f o r m s  r e m a i n  i n t a c t .   
F r o m  a  h i d d e n  o b j e c t  p i c t u r e  t a k e n  f r o m  a  b r i d g e ,  s h e  z o o m s  i n  o n  t h e  m u n d a n e  
s c e n e ,  m a k i n g  i t  l o o k  a l m o s t  l i k e  a  c r i m e  s c e n e  -  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  p l o t  f r o m  
M i c h e l a n g e l o  A n t o n i o n i ' s  f i l m  " B l o w - U p ".  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  i m a g e s  
h e l p s  t h e  v i e w e r  t o  p e r c e i v e  i n d i v i d u a l  d e t a i l s  n o t  o n l y  a s  s o c i a l  e l e m e n t s ,  b u t  a b o v e  
a l l  t o  o b s e r  v e  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  a e s t h e t i c  f o r m a l  l a n g u a g e .  A l m o s t  l i k e  a  p e r s o n  w i t h  
w h o m  y o u  b u m p  t h e  t i p s  o f  y o u r  n o s e  t o g e t h e r  b e c o m e s  a  c y c l o p s :  Tw o  e y e s  b e c o m e  
o n e .

I n  S a b r i n a  S m a i l i ' s  w o r k ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s e l f - p o r  t r a i t u r e  a n d  s e l f - e m p o w e r m e n t  
b e c o m e s  p a r  t i c u l a r l y  c l e a r :  w e  s e e  a  s e l f - p o r  t r a i t  t h a t  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a n d  
t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  c o n v e n t i o n s .  F o r  t h e  a r  t i s t ,  p a i n t i n g  i s  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  s o m e t h i n g  s h e  
e n j o y s :  I t  i s  a  n e c e s s i t y .  S h e  h e r s e l f  w r i t e s :  " I  a l w a y s  s a y  " I ",  b u t  I  d r e a m  o f  s a y i n g  
" w e " ".  I n  h e r  w o r k  " H a p p y  B i r  t h d a y  S a b r i n a "  f r o m  t h e  s e r i e s  " H u s b a n d  P l a n ",  h o w e v e r,  
s h e  a l r e a d y  w o r k s  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  b y  t a k i n g  a  t o n g u e - i n - c h e e k  l o o k  a t  
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h e r s e l f  a n d  t h e  i n te r n a l i z e d  n o r m s  s h e  g rew  u p  w i t h , r i s i n g  a b ove  t h e m  a n d  n eve r 
c o n d e m n i n g  h e r s e l f.

C h r i s  Ka u f f m a n n's  p o s i t i o n  i s  a l s o  s e l f- refe re n t i a l ,  b u t  h e re  t h e  fo c u s  i s  m o re  o n  s e l f-
a wa re n e s s  i n  t h e  Ro l a n d  B a r t h e s i a n  s e n s e . T h a t  i s ,  l e s s  a s  a  c o n c rete  s o c i a l  p ro b l e m 
t h a n  a s  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c o n s i d e ra t i o n . O n e's  ow n  s e l f  i s  reve a l e d  fo r w h a t  i t  a l re a d y 
i s :  a  c o l l a g e  of  c u l t u ra l  s n i p p et s  t h a t  o n e  c a n  o n l y d ete r m i n e  to  a  l i m i te d  ex te n t . 
Re p et i t i o n  a n d  f ra g m e n t a t i o n  p l ay a n  i m p o r t a n t  ro l e  h e re  -  a l s o  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of  Wa l t 
W h i t m a n's  S o n g  of M ys e l f :  " I  a m  l a rg e , I  c o n t a i n  m u l t i t u d e s “.

E m i  C u r t y f ro m  G e n eva  s h ows  t wo  s e l f- p o r t ra i t s  of  h e r s e l f  i n  a  b i k i n i ,  p o s i n g 
l a s c i v i o u s l y a n d  w i t h  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  g a z e  o n  a  l y i n g  p u n c h i n g  b a g . 
T h e  s t u d i o  s h ot  i s  s o  t a n g i b l e  t h a t  i t  e s t ra n g e s  i t s e l f  i n  i t s  d i re c t n e s s . T h e  s u r fa c e  of 
t h e  s k i n  b e c o m e s  v i s i b l e  i n  i t s  m a te r i a l i t y,  i t  s h i n e s , i t  ref l e c t s  t h e  l i g h t .  O n e  t h i n ks  of 
t h e  g l o s sy p h oto g ra p h s  of  c e l e b r i t i e s  -  t h e  b o d y i s  s o  s m o ot h  t h a t  i t  a p p e a r s  u n re a l , 
t h a t  i t  b e c o m e s  v i s i b l e  a s  t h e  a b s t ra c t  p h e n o m e n o n  t h a t  i t  n a t u ra l l y a l ways  i s  a ny way. 
T h e  p o s e , w h i c h  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  m a r ks  t h e  fa c t  t h a t  t h e  m o d e l  h a s  s l a i n  h e r c o m b a t 
p a r t n e r, a n d  o n  t h e  ot h e r s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s h e  i s  p u t t i n g  t h e  f i g h t  to  re s t ,  i s  t r i u m p h a n t . 
Pe r h a p s  i t  i s  t h e  n eve r- e n d i n g  b a t t l e  w i t h  t h e  s e l f  a n d  t h e  p a t r i a rc h a l  s o c i et y t h a t  t h e 
a r t i s t  i s  s m i r k i n g l y s ay i n g  fa rewe l l  to  h e re . T h e  p h oto g ra p h s  a re  c o m p l e m e n te d  b y a n 
i n s t a l l a t i o n  i n  w h i c h  t wo  p u n c h i n g  b a g s  m e et  l i ke  e q u a l  c o m b a t  p a r t n e r s  -  o n e  of  t h e 
t wo  p u n c h i n g  b a g s  h a s  t h e  s h a p e  of a  h u m a n  f i g u re , t h e  s u r fa c e  i s  re m i n i s c e n t  of 
l a tex  s u i t s ,  t h a t  o n e  a s s o c i a te s  w i t h  B D S M . I  a m  t h i n k i n g  of  H e g e l 's  a n a l o g y of  t wo 
l ove r s  w h o  a re  c o m p a re d  to  e q u a l  f i g h t i n g  p a r t n e r s , s t ro n g  e n o u g h  to  k i l l  e a c h  ot h e r 
a n d  o n l y t h e refo re  a b l e  to  ke e p  e a c h  ot h e r a l i ve .

Pa u l a  S a n to m e  wo r ks  ve r y s p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h  m a t t  b u t  ref l e c t i ve  m a te r i a l .  I n  a l u m i n u m , 
s h e  s h ows  fo r m s  t h a t  a re  of te n  my t h o l o g i c a l  i n  o r i g i n . S h e  refe r s  fo r exa m p l e  to 
va r i o u s  fe m a l e  g o d d e s s e s , b u t  a l s o  to  t h e  my t h  of  M e d e a , w h o , a s  t h e  m u rd e re r of  h e r 
ow n  s o n s , i s  re g a rd e d  a s  b ot h  a  c o n t rove r s i a l  a n d  e m a n c i p a te d  fe m a l e  f i g u re  i n  G re e k 
my t h o l o g y. T h e  s n a ke  a l s o  a p p e a r s  a s  a  re c u r r i n g  sy m b o l  of  fa t a l  s e d u c t i o n . I n  t h e 
O u ro b o ro s  fo r m , i t  b i te s  i t s  ow n  t a i l .  I m a g e s  n a t u ra l l y a l s o  p l ay a  ro l e  i n  d e s i re , i n  l u s t 
a n d  g re e d  fo r ot h e r s  a n d  o n e s e l f  -  t h e re  i s  a l ways  s o m e  p ro j e c t i o n  i nvo l ve d  i n  t h e 
e n c o u n te r. T h e  wo r ks  a re  p re - d ra w n  o n  p a p e r a n d  t h e n  t ra n s fe r re d  to  a l u m i n u m  b y 
t h e  a r t i s t  h e r s e l f  t h ro u g h  h a n d m a d e  e m b o s s i n g .



n o  p l a c e  l i k e a p r  2 7 t h – j u n  1 4 t h  2 0 2 4 4

T h e  a r t i s t  J i wo n  L e e , h oweve r, p u t s  h e r f i n g e r ve r y s p e c i f i c a l l y o n  t h e 
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  m i r ro r a s  a n  o b j e c t  t h a t  i s  c h a rg e d  b y va r i o u s  sys te m s  of 
b e l i ef  a n d  s u p e r s t i t i o n . H e r m i r ro r h a s  a  s h a t te re d  s u r fa c e  -  t h e  m i r ro r re m a i n s  i n  i t s 
a n t i c i p a te d  m i s fo r t u n e . T h e  a r t i s t  wo r ks  w i t h  a  h a m m e r, w i l l f u l l y  d e s t roy i n g  t h e 
s u r fa c e  a n d  t h e n  i n s t a l l i n g  i t  b et we e n  t wo  p a n e s  of  g l a s s , f i xe d  s o  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l 
s h a rd s  c a n n ot  c o m e  l o o s e . I t  a l m o s t  s e e m s  a s  i f  t h e  a r t i s t  i s  e n j oy i n g  t h e  m o r b i d 
c h a r m  of t h e  s e e m i n g l y d a m a g e d  o b j e c t .  B e c a u s e , u n l i ke  b ro ke n  g l a s s , s h a rd s  of 
m i r ro r d o  n ot  b r i n g  l u c k , b u t  b a d  l u c k . T h e  wo r k i s  p a r t  of  t h e  p ro j e c t  " S p e c c h i  M a g i c i " 
b y R i c c a rd o  Pa ra to re  w h i c h  d we l l s  b et we e n  a  f i n e  a r t  a n d  a  d e s i g n  a p p ro a c h . 

I  wa s  a b o u t  te n  ye a r s  o l d  w h e n  I  re p e a te d  t h e  p h ra s e  a t  h o m e :  " Yo u  s h o u l d  a l ways 
s t ay t r u e  to  yo u r s e l f ".  M y p r i m a r y s c h o o l  te a c h e r h a d  s u g g e s te d  i t  to  m e  -  I  wa s  p ro u d 
to  p a s s  o n  my n ew l y l e a r n e d  w i s d o m . B u t  my fa t h e r re p l i e d :  " Yo u  k n ow, c o n te m p o ra r y 
p h i l o s o p h e r s  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e re  i s  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  a  (t r u e)  s e l f ".  W h e n  I  ra i s e d  my 
h a n d  t h e  n ex t  d ay a t  s c h o o l  a n d  re p e a te d  my fa t h e r 's  s t a te m e n t  to  t h e  w h o l e  c l a s s , 
t h e  fa c e s  I  s a w  we re  n ot  d i s m i s s i ve  b u t  p e r p l exe d :  m u c h  wo r s e .

B u t :  I n  " n o  p l a c e  l i ke" i t  b e c o m e s  c l e a r t h a t  l o o k i n g  i n to  a  m i r ro r ( b e  i t  a  s o c i a l , 
sy m b o l i c  o r m a te r i a l  o n e)  d o e s  n ot  a l ways  h ave  to  b e  a  m i s fo r t u n e . T h a t  t h i s  ve r y 
d i s to r t i o n  c a n  a l s o  b e  s e e n  a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y fo r e m a n c i p a t i o n  -  a n  e m p owe r m e n t 
t h ro u g h  t h e  c o n c rete  m i r ro r, i n  i t s  s p e c i f i c  ( "d i s to r te d " )  c u r va t u re  i t s e l f.  Fo r t h e 
a r t i s t s  i n  " n o  p l a c e  l i ke", t h e  s h i f t  b e c o m e s  a  s p r i n g b o a rd , a n  o p p o r t u n i t y fo r s e l f-
e m p owe r m e n t . T h i s  m e a n s  r i s i n g  a b ove  t h e  ex te r n a l  d ete r m i n a t i o n  of  n a r ra t i ve s  a n d 
p e r s p e c t i ve s . A n d  to  m a ke  a  g a m e  o u t  of  t h e  s u p p o s e d  l e g i b i l i t y,  w h i c h  of te n  t u r n s 
o u t  to  b e  a  d e c e p t i o n .
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